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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL; APPROPRIATION BILL 

Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee, Report 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (5.03 pm): In speaking to the 2015-16 budget estimates for the 
Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee, I will follow on from the member for Ipswich West, who 
talked about boot camps. One of the recommendations in the government’s own expert panel report 
was that the Gold Coast early intervention boot camp should remain open. But the government has 
ignored that recommendation, because this report is not about having a good, fair look at the boot camp 
process; it is all about undoing the good work that was done by the former government. That is the only 
agenda that this government has. I say shame on this government for ignoring the recommendation of 
the KPMG report. 

Mr Furner interjected.  

Mr KRAUSE: I take that interjection from the member for Ferny Grove. The report was only 
tabled on the day of the estimates hearing. It is a little bit difficult to ask questions about the whole 
report, which was about that thick, about 140 pages, when it is tabled on the day of the estimates 
hearing. That was a stunt put in place by the Attorney-General to try to divert attention from the fact that 
we have a police minister who is completely bungling her own portfolio. So the Attorney-General, 
running a protection racket for the police minister, brought in the KPMG report on the day of the 
estimates hearing and tabled it as a distraction from the terrible incompetence of our police minister, 
Jo-Ann Miller.  

The budget itself is bad for jobs and bad for growth. The government has no plan for the 
vocational educational training sector of Queensland and no plans to keep Queensland safe. In fact, it 
was revealed in the estimates hearing—we finally got the Attorney-General to confess—that they are 
going to repeal the VLAD laws. The review that has been set up has a predetermined outcome, which 
is to repeal or substantially amend the VLAD laws. So when I am out in the community talking to people 
who are worried about organised crime, who are worried about criminal motorcycle gangs and ask, 
‘What’s this review into the laws all about?’ I tell them, ‘They’re going to repeal them or substantially 
amend them.’ This government is putting the interests of Queenslanders and their safety at risk by 
putting in place a review that is going to see those laws repealed. The VLAD laws have worked in 
suppressing organised crime in Queensland, in particular on the Gold Coast. My electorate is close to 
the Gold Coast and the people of my electorate are very concerned about the impact of organised crime 
in that area.  

In relation to vocational training, we also heard at the estimates hearing the fact that the 
government has no plan for our state owned training facilities. After one review was undertaken 
throughout the last term of parliament, this government is putting in place yet another review into how 
those state owned training facilities need to be utilised. That is not good enough. Those facilities are 
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under-utilised assets. Putting in place yet another review and restricting access by non-government 
providers to those assets is going to mean only one thing, and that is less income into the state from 
the use of those assets, under-utilisation will continue and the taxpayers of Queensland will have to fork 
out more of their hard-earned tax dollars to prop up a training sector that is completely underperforming 
and which has state owned facilities continuing to be under-utilised. We did not hear any recanting of 
that no-plan position in relation to training assets. We wait with bated breath to see where that situation 
ends up and whether, in fact, the government is going to enable greater access to those assets.  

It is interesting to note that, in another inquiry, we have seen the number of training places go up 
in Queensland. More people are getting into training and undertaking state funded training. That is a 
great outcome. That is what we are here for—to provide training. But this government is undoing a 
system, undoing a process that has led to more and more people taking up training. I do not know why.  

Can I also say that we had a lack of scrutiny in this estimates process. I believe that we had the 
Police Commissioner for an hour and 15 minutes. As has been mentioned, one of the questions that 
the Police Commissioner was required to answer was about the breed of police dogs. That makes a 
mockery of the whole estimates process. We had the Police Commissioner for an hour and 15 minutes 
and then the chairman of the committee asked about the breed of police dogs. That was all about 
protecting Jo-Ann Miller, the bungling police minister. 

Mr Power interjected.  

Mr KRAUSE: I do not know what type of dogs they were but, frankly, it makes a mockery of the 
estimates process. The government members of the committee were protecting the police minister. 
Valid questions about her conduct were ruled out of order by the chairman. In fact, I do not even think 
that the police minister answered a single question from non-government members, because they were 
all ruled out of order by the chairman. This is a bad budget and a bad government that is bad for jobs 
and bad for growth. 

 


